institution, which will quickly develop a research potential as students are attracted to York for higher degrees in Southern African Studies and as the research material available in the library expands. The Politics Department started a B.Phil, in Southern African Politics in October 1971; it is hoped to start similar postgraduate degrees in other disciplines in October 1973. Modern archives are being collected and a number of generous gifts have already been made or promised, of which the most important is the records of the Capricorn Africa Society. It is hoped that in due course the Centre will be able to offer visiting Fellowships (and a neutral meeting ground) to scholars from all parts of Southern Africa. 
Colloque International sur les Methodes d'Enquete et de Description des

The Preservation of Nigerian Antiquities
A WEEK-END symposium on the preservation of Nigerian antiquities was held at the Institute of African Studies of the University of Ibadan in April 1972. Those taking part included representatives and staff of African studies, archaeology, and history departments of the universities, the Antiquities Department, the Nigerian Antiquities Commission, the Nigerian police, and the customs department. The Chairman of the Antiquities Commission, Professor S. O. Biobaku, delivered the opening address, and Mr. Bayo Akinnola, Western State Commissioner for Information and Home Affairs, inaugurated the symposium and the small but representative exhibition of antiquities arranged for its duration. Papers touching on many different aspects of the problem were presented and discussion groups were formed, focusing on three main topics: the problem of preservation of antiquities within Nigeria; the creation of institutions for the legal sale of works of art; the prevention of illegal export of antiquities. Papers were presented on antiquities in Igboland, Yorubaland, Kwara, the North-western and North-central states, but very little information was contributed on groups such as the Efik and Ibibio and the peoples of the North-eastern State. It was pointed out that many antiquities are destroyed by religious iconoclastsChristian and Muslim-and by modern developments in the towns. Physical deterioration from natural causes as well as the decline of traditional religious worship also accounts for the disappearance of many valuable objects.
Recommendations arising out of group discussions were presented to the final plenary session. Attention was focused on certain areas which are of immediate concern and it was felt that the Antiquities Ordinance of 1953 needed to be revised to give greater protection. The greatest emphasis, however, both in the discussions and the recommendations was on mass education at school and post-school levels to stimulate and develop respect for
